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LETTER FROM COURT

you are to forward accordingly by the first conveyance, and you are to signify
the same as our express command likewise by all other opportunities that
offer.

25. Our Council therefore upon the Bengal establishment is hereby
ordered and directed to be composed of the following twelve members in the
order they are hereunder ranked vizt.,

The Right Hon'ble Lord Clive
Mr. William Brightwell Surnner

Brigadier General John Carnac

Mr. Harry Verelst
Mr. John Carder    .   .
Mr. Francis Sykes
Mr. Richard Becher
Mr. James Alexander
Mr. Claud Russell
Mr. Randolph Marriott
Mr. Hugh Watts    .   ,
Mr. William Aldersey

President and Governor
Second in Council  and to

succeed    Lord    Clive    as

President and Governor
Third, but not at any time

to rise higher in the said

Council than 3rd
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh
Twelfth and last of the said

Council.

26.    Considering the great merit of Mr. Verelst, we are happy in having
so worthy a man near the succession to the Government; it is our pleasure
therefore that he do succeed thereto upon the decease or coming away of
Mr. Sumner.
27.    And as we are satisfied twelve members in Council are sufficient, you
are not to introduce any above that number without our express leave.
28.    Although we have laid it down as a rule for all our Presidencies
that no military officer should have a constant seat in the Council, upon
vacancies happening by the coming away or otherwise of those who at present
enjoy the same, however, considering the case of Colonel Richard Smith as
represented in his memorial to you of the 22nd May 1765, and the recommen-
dation of Lord Clive, wre are induced for the present to deviate therefrom, and
we accordingly direct, that upon the coming away or decease of Brigadier
General Carnac, that Colonel Smith do succeed him as third in Council, but
he is never to rise to an higher rank therein.   And we further direct that upon
Colonel Smith's   coining   away or decease,   no other   military officer is to
succeed him in the Council; but the commanding officer for the time being,
is to be consulted upon military affairs only, at which times he is to have a
seat and voice at the Board as third in Council,
29.    As it will be some time before the new appointed members vizt., Messrs.
Becher, Alexander, Russell and Aldersey can get to Bengal, it is our pleasure,
that the remaining members do conduct the Company's affairs as President
and Council,   until the said four   gentlemen   arrive but as they   severally
arrive they are immediately to act in their stations.